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It has been a week full of kindness, community with a few surprises at Richard Coates and our children have once
again shown just how willing they are to roll up their sleeves for others.

James Watson- Headteacher

Speaking of stories, we have some wonderfully talented writers at Richard Coates and I would love to see them
put their skills to the test. The BBC 500 Words competition opened on Tuesday 29 September and closes at 9pm
on Friday 6 November 2026. It invites children to write an original story of no more than 500 words on any
subject they like, so whether your child dreams up dragons, detectives or something entirely their own, this is a
brilliant chance to let their imagination run free. It would be fantastic to see some of our children's work
published. You can find more information on the BBC 500 Words website.

A fantastic group of hardworking children kindly gave up
their own break time to help keep our school grounds
neat and tidy. Armed with rubber gloves, plastic bags and
some huge brushes, they set to work clearing away the
fallen apples from beneath the trees along our pathway.
Thanks to their willingness to help and team effort,
making a fantastic difference to our school site.

In sporting news, our Year 6 girls took part in a seven a side tournament at
Darras Hall Primary School and we are delighted to share that the team put in a
fantastic display including a 6-0 win, a tightly fought draw and narrow loss. They
played with real determination and excellent teamwork throughout.
Congratulations also go to our Active 60 pupil leaders, who completed their first
training session at Ponteland High School this week. In the coming months,
they will be helping to develop activity and sport across our school and judging
by their enthusiasm, the rest of us had better start warming up now.

This week also saw the very first of our Recommended Reads sessions, and
we were delighted that so many children brought in a special book to share
with their class. We have all been persuaded by a friend's recommendation
to find time for a book we might never have picked up and it has been
wonderful to see the same thing happening in our classrooms as one child's
enthusiasm inspires others to give a story a try. These sessions will take
place on the first Friday of every month and we are already looking forward
to hearing next month's choices.

Best wishes,

Their kindness is a wonderful reflection of something we value deeply
as a school: being part of a wider community. Our links with the local
area mean a great deal to us, including our regular visits to nearby
care homes. This week, a group of Year 6 pupils polished their
singing and signing skills ahead of a special visit to Grange Lea Care
Home. Their performance was warmly received by the residents and
even drew in an unexpected guest. A local cat, well known for calling
in at the home each day in search of extra treats, settled down and
stayed for the entire show. We will take that as a glowing review.

Whether you plan to get into a good book, take up action on the sports pitch or simply a well earned rest, I hope
you all have a great weekend.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/zctk7v4


ATTENDANCE 

Social Media and the New Rules

You may have seen in the news this week that the government has confirmed that the planned ban on
social media for under 16s will begin in March 2027, covering apps such as TikTok, Snapchat,
YouTube and Instagram. For most of our children this may feel a long way off, but the habits formed
now really matter. Many apps and games already have a minimum age of 13, and some of the biggest
risks for younger children come from chat features in games where they can be contacted by people
they do not know.

Attendance for this week is summarised below

SAFEGUARDING AND WELLBEING
Updates of the Week

In this morning's worship, the children learnt about Clever Never Goes, an important part of how we help
them to stay safe as they grow in independence. Rather than the traditional "stranger danger" message,
which can cause unnecessary worry, Clever Never Goes focuses on the situation rather than the person.
Children learn that they should never go anywhere with anyone, whether a stranger or someone they
know, unless it has been arranged with a parent or carer beforehand.

Your child may well come home to tell you all about it, so this is a perfect moment to talk
it through together and reinforce the message. You can find a free home pack and some
simple practice activities on the Clever Never Goes Parent Resources Hub.

Keeping an eye on online harm groups

Checking the settings on your child's devices and keeping screens in shared
spaces can make a real difference, but the most powerful protection is an
open conversation. Children who feel able to tell a grown up when something
worries them are far safer than those who keep it to themselves. Internet
Matters has clear, practical guides to parental controls for most popular apps,
games and devices and you are always welcome to contact a designated
safeguarding lead in school for further advice.

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.1%, compared with a national primary average of around
96% in the latest DfE figures. A special well done goes to Chestnut class in Year 3, who have taken the
top spot in our attendance chart and become the first class this year to achieve 100%.
It is easy to think that the odd day
here and there does not matter, but
even 95% attendance adds up to
around two weeks of learning
missed across a school year. Where
possible, we would ask that routine
appointments are made outside the
school day and if anything is making
it harder for your child to get to
school, please get in touch with us.

https://bit.ly/RISEZones
https://clevernevergoes.org/parents-2/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/


YEAR GROUP NEWS
This week’s update

Reception

Nursery

Take a look at this week’s learning

Our Forest Friday sessions are in full swing! We are very
much enjoying spotting signs of Autumn, such as
changing leaves, conkers, and pine cones. We used some
of our Autumnal finds in lots of different ways this week—
making faces in our playdough as well as creating
observational drawings where we thought carefully about
smaller details.

What a busy and exciting week we’ve had in Oak Class. In maths, the
children have been exploring repeating patterns, challenging
themselves with ABAB and AAB sequences using colours, shapes
and classroom objects. They showed brilliant focus and creativity
as they built and extended their own patterns.

We have continued our work with The Little Red Hen, using the story
to inspire our own set of instructions for making bread. The children
loved becoming little bakers, carefully thinking about each step
and using ‘bossy verbs’ to guide the process.

In maths, we focused on the number 1. We spent time
finding different representations of the number 1 and
manipulating our fingers to act out rhymes like ‘The
Finger Family’ and ‘1 Finger, 1 Thumb’.

Our autumn theme has also continued in science, where we
explored the sounds, smells and sensory changes that come with
the new season. From crunchy leaves to earthy scents, the
children have been curious, observant and full of thoughtful ideas
about how our environment is changing.



YEAR GROUP NEWS
This week’s update

Year 2

Year 1

Take a look at this week’s learning

It has been a week filled with curiosity and fantastic learning in
Year 2! In English, we kicked off our excitement for non-fiction
reading with our new core text, The Big Book of Bugs. To dive
into our topic, the children went on a bug hunt around the
school grounds, carefully spotting and recording all the insects
they could find—they have already loved discovering so many
fascinating bug facts!

In science we have been testing materials to find
out which material would be most suitable for an
umbrella for the The Big Bad Pig. We have made
predictions drawing on our knowledge of materials
and carried out an investigation. We were able to
make observations and draw conclusions from our
results. Year 1 are fantastic scientists.

In other areas of learning this week we really
enjoyed our Open Book Worship where The
Creation Story was re enacted. We have been
learning in RE how Christians believe God created
the world and been using art to illustrate the
Creation Story. 

In science, we expanded our knowledge by exploring world
habitats, discussing what makes a habitat and why specific
environments are perfectly suited to the animals living there. In
Maths, the children showed great focus using the greater than
(>) and less than (<) symbols to compare different numbers.
Brilliant effort and hard work all round this week, Year 2! 



YEAR GROUP NEWS
This week’s update

Year 4

Year 3
Take a look at this week’s learning

It has been a lovely week of learning. In preparation for
our upcoming poetry unit, we began exploring the poem
Summer is Here in our reading lessons. The children
worked hard to spot unfamiliar words, re-reading lines to
deduce meaning before using dictionaries to look them
up. We were so impressed with how skillfully they
navigated the dictionaries!

In PSHE, we reflected on what it means to be a good friend
and identified qualities that build positive relationships.
The children created posters full of thoughtful advice on
how to build and maintain meaningful friendships.

Year 4 has worked incredibly hard this week! In
English, the children drew inspiration from author
Adam Bushnell to plan and publish their own
stories based on ‘Journey’, while also building
confidence reading poems and tackling complex
vocabulary. In maths, they have been busy
consolidating times tables and rounding
numbers.
In geography, fantastic homework projects on
the Rainforest have helped the children compare
the Amazon to our local area. Meanwhile, in art,
they have been studying Henri Rousseau,
experimenting with watercolours and negative
space to recreate his distinctive style. Well done,
Year 4!

In maths, we completed our place value unit and moved
on to addition and subtraction up to 100. Drawing on their
prior knowledge and using manipulatives, the children
tackled new number sentences brilliantly, showing
fantastic perseverance along the way.



YEAR GROUP NEWS
This week’s update

It has been another busy and productive week in Year 6! In
English, the children have produced amazing setting
descriptions inspired by Victorian England as we continue
enjoying our class book, Gaslight by Eloise Williams. They
worked hard to develop their vocabulary and descriptive
language, creating vivid settings for the reader to imagine. In
maths, the children showed great determination tackling
practice SATs papers and building confidence applying their
knowledge.

Year 6

Year 5
Take a look at this week’s learning

This week, Year 5 really launched into our current
text Kensuke’s Kingdom. The children have
impressed us with their fantastic writing,
particularly when creating vivid descriptions of the
dramatic storm that causes Michael to fall into the
sea. In our reading lessons, we have also been
exploring the developing relationship between the
two main characters, Michael and Kensuke.

In maths, we have continued working on addition
and subtraction using the formal column method,
focusing on regrouping and exchanging with
challenging calculations. In PSHE, the children
delivered fantastic speeches for the School
Councillor election, sharing brilliant ideas to
represent their peers. We are incredibly proud of
everyone who took part!

In science, we investigated electrical circuits, with the children
enjoying troubleshooting and fixing broken circuits through
great teamwork. Finally, pe was all about small tag rugby
games and learning how to dodge opponents. Well done, Year 6,
for another fantastic week of learning!



Wishing a very Happy Birthday to the following
children, who will be celebrating their special day in

the upcoming week. We hope that you have a
wonderful day!

Happy Birthday to:

HAPPYBirthday

Grace (Nursery)
Max (Reception)
Seth (Reception)
Hugo (Year 3)

Meher (Year 3)
Beth (Year 5)
Effie (Year 6)
Isabel (Year 6)



OTHER NEWS
Shining Bright: Chief Scout Silver Award

Huge congratulations to Malek, Year 6, who has recently achieved his Chief
Scout's Silver Award. This is the highest award in the Scouts section and it is
no small feat, as it involves completing a whole range of challenges covering
outdoor adventures, community projects and learning brand new skills.

Trotting to Success!

Flying Start at Beavers!

Updated Anti-Bullying Policy

Getting there takes months of commitment, plenty of determination, and no
shortage of brave weekend camps in the elements. It’s a brilliant example of
perseverance in action and we are all extremely proud of him. Well done, Malek!

The achievements keep coming across our sections! A huge welcome to Harry in
Year 3, who joined Beavers at the end of last term and proudly made his Beaver
Promise last week. He hit the ground running by earning his Membership badge
plus four additional badges, with plenty more on the horizon. We love seeing this
kind of enthusiasm right at the start of the Scout journey!

We love hearing about the wide variety of passions our children pursue outside
of school. Freddie in Year 1 gave a brilliant demonstration of equestrian skill
recently, leading his horse, Honeybee, to an award-winning performance at a
show. Handling a horse takes great patience and confidence, especially at such
a young age. Huge well done, Freddie!

Guided by our vision to Let Your Light Shine, we have recently updated our Anti-Bullying
Policy to ensure every child feels safe, valued and included in our school family. Rooted
in our core values of kindness, respect and perseverance, it outlines how we teach, report
and address bullying, empowering our pupils to be 'Defenders' who stand up for what is
right. The full document is now available on our school website.

Shine Club: Wrap-Around Care
We recognise that balancing work schedules with school drop-
offs and pick-ups can be challenging. To support our families,
Shine Club provides warm, reliable wrap-around care for
children aged 4 and above. Running from 7:30am until 8:45am
for Breakfast Club and 3:15pm until 5:50pm after school,
sessions feature healthy choices, light snacks and a wide
variety of indoor and outdoor activities. 
You can view the full flyer with complete details, session rates,
and booking information on the letters page of our school website.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/richard-coates-ce-primary/UploadedDocument/8d964976-e2ce-42e1-a084-51cd7b52d44a/warm-flyer-for-wrap-around-school-care.pdf


This week’s update
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2026/2027
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